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The literature on organic aerogels is not very extensive with regards to their mechanical proper-
ties. Especially, polysaccharide based aerogels have been attracting much attention in the recent
years, given their biocompatibility and bio-degradability. Being potential candidates for many
biomedical applications, their mechanical behaviour and structural integrity have become state
of the art issues that need thorough investigations.

The mechanical behaviour of cellulose aerogels has recently been analysed and studied under
compression [1] and tension [2]. These aerogels are characterised by a cellular morphology,
wherein under loading the microcells undergo bending and stretching (or compression). This
behaviour is captured using the Euler-Bernoulli beam theory. Under tension, the standard theory
suffices as the material sustains only small strains before failure, which is accurately predicted
by the model. However under compression, the extended version of the theory [3] is applied
and a new strain energy density function is proposed. The model consists of a few physically
motivated parameters correlated to the experimental data. Lastly, the model is validated against
different experimental data from polysaccharide based aerogels, such as cellulose, pectin and κ-
carrageenan aerogels. Furthermore, the proposed approach is then also used to describe the
behaviour of certain resorcinol-formaldehyde aerogels [4].

REFERENCES

[1] Rege, A., Schestakow, M., Karadgali, I., Ratke, L. and Itskov, M. Micromechanical modelling
of cellulose aerogels prepared from molten salt hydrates. Soft Matter (2016) 12, pp. 7079–
7088.

[2] Rege, A. and Itskov, M. A microcell-based constitutive modeling of cellulose aerogels under
tension. Acta Mech. (2017) pp. 1–9 DOI:10.1007/s00707-017-1987-0.

[3] Jenkins, J. A., Seitz, T. B. and Przemieniecki, J. S. Large deflections of diamond-shaped
frames. Int. J. Solids Struct. (1966) 2, pp. 591–603.

[4] Schwan, M., Tannert, R. and Ratke, L. New soft and spongy resorcinol-formaldehyde aero-
gels. J. Supercrit. Fluids (2016) 107, pp. 201–208.


