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A novel approach to the design and analysis of discretization methods was recently introduced
in [1]. The so-called Hybrid High Order (HHO) discretization relies on degrees of freedom that
are broken polynomials on a general mesh and its skeleton. This advanced method promises
several attractive features including better conservation of physical properties, and has been
successfully applied to the discretization of several linear and nonlinear problems.

While research on HHO methods has primarily concentrated on their approximation properties
and their application to several differential operators, the question of fast, scalable linear solvers
for this family of methods has not been treated yet in the literature. In particular, it has been
shown that standard algebraic multigrid (AMG) solvers degenerate for high order settings. The
main difficulty stems from the fact that, in contrast to lower order discretizations, the system
matrices of high order discretizations are no longer diagonally dominant, making classical Jacobi
or Gauss-Seidel methods inefficient as smoothers.

We present ideas and preliminary research on robust multigrid techniques and specific smoothers
for the HHO discretization of scalar elliptic operators, as a first step to the study of other
operators such as the Stokes operator for which [2] could be a starting point.
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