
The Interaction between smart cities and institutions of 

higher education  

Dr. Akram Rustom*,  Eng. Mohammad Ibrahim** 
1
 *Assistant Professor Lecturer at department of Transport, Faculty of Civil Engineering, Tishreen 

University, Lattakia , Syria.< a.rustommm@yahoo.com > 

**PHD student, Transport Engineering Department, Faculty of Civil Engineering, Damascus 

University, Damascus, Syria.< Mohamadeb.614@gmail.com  > 

 ABSTRACT  

Smart Cities are a modern trend among policymakers around the world. This is done 

by exploitation the modern digital technologies to improve economic, social and 

political conditions. Smart cities could not establish from a vacuum, but from 

presence a joint ground for cooperation among all stakeholders including intelligent 

institutions of higher education. The University interacts with the future of cities and 

plays a pivotal role in the success of any smart city by finding innovative solutions 

and preparing students to live, work and innovates in it. 

Mobility is one of the main sectors and essential elements of smart cities (intelligent 

transport systems, navigation systems ...). Hence, a plan should put to development 

the capabilities of researchers and engineers in traffic engineering field and qualifying 

the highly Competencies cadres. It is doing by linking the research centers at 

university with traffic control centers which control of traffic through smart signals 

within the cities. This linking will help students in complete their work and access to 

all important data that include traffic volumes, bus schedules, emergency events at 

each location and other related content. As a result, the Students could conduct a 

research and propose immediate and smart solutions to deal with increasing traffic 

problems and focus on the survival of emerging smart cities more safety and 

flexibility.  

This research concluded by emphasizing the need for interaction and integration 

between the various stakeholders to draw a future vision for transforming from 

ordinary cities to smart cities. 
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